
Brian G. Kiernan: Brian Kiernan, retired vice president and
chief scientist of InterDigital Communications, LLC, possesses
a dynamic combination of technical expertise and leadership
savvy that has fueled his outstanding achievements in the
development of computer and communication standards and
systems. He received a B.S. in electrical engineering from
Newark College of Engineering in 1970, and an M.S. in
Management Science/Operations Research from Fairleigh
Dickinson University. Kiernan, who was recognized at the
2016 NCE Salute to Engineering Excellence for his
achievements since graduation, was directly responsible for
InterDigital’s worldwide technology and industry standards
activities and aided in developing new market, product and
technology initiatives by providing strategic technical and
marketing support to InterDigital’s sales, marketing and
business development efforts as well as the company’s
worldwide patent and licensing programs.
Previously, Brian served as the president of USTC World Trade

Corporation, an international sales and marketing subsidiary of InterDigital’s predecessor
company, International Mobile Machines (IMM). Having full P&L accountability for IMM’s
international business, he quadrupled revenues in two years and opened new markets—primarily
in Asia and Latin America—that accounted for over 90 percent of InterDigital’s past product
revenue. Prior to his sales position, Kiernan was IMM’s vice president of Engineering and
Operations. His product line responsibilities covered all areas of product development and sales
engineering, manufacturing, product support and quality assurance of IMM’s UltraPhone®
TDMA Wireless Local Loop product.

Under Mr. Kiernan’s tutelage, IMM/InterDigital grew from an unknown tiny telecom
company with a big idea and zero revenue to an acknowledged worldwide force in mobile
communications with some 14,000 patents, annual revenue in excess of $500M and a $2B
market cap.

Before joining IMM, Kiernan was a senior staff engineer at GTE Products Corporation,
where he generated and evaluated military communications systems concepts that included
mobile and fixed station radio, circuit and message switching, and network management and
control. Kiernan’s program and technical management experience encompassed TDMA and
CDMA voice and data systems, digital and analog switching, and VHF/UHF and microwave
radio. He was also active in both communications and non-communications Electronic Warfare
systems development. He has been a speaker at numerous industry conferences, published
numerous papers and articles, and holds 27 patents.

He was awarded the IEEE Standards Medallion in 2006 and the IEEE Hans Karlsson
Award in 2013 for his extraordinary skill and dedication in chairing the complex task groups that
developed the IEEE 802.16a, 802.16e, and 802.16m WirelessMAN standards, the world’s first
4G Wireless standards. The Hans Karlsson Award honors outstanding skills and dedication to
diplomacy, team facilitation and joint achievement in the development of standards in the
computer industry.

After retiring from InterDigital, Mr. Kiernan has put his extensive technical and
managerial talents to work, serving as Chair of the Albert Dorman Honors College



Interdisciplinary Design Studio (IDS) program which morphed into the NJIT Undergraduate
Research and Innovation (URI) Program. In this capacity, Kiernan, along with other URI Board
members, evaluates and guides numerous student projects, several of which have developed into
student companies. As an active Angel Investor, Kiernan has invested in some of these student
companies and continues to guide them as they develop. He is also an active member of the
NJIT ECE Industry Advisory Board and the NJIT Highlander Angel Network, where he has
invested in several NJIT-related companies.


